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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0082 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS : PFOR, PINT, BA, EG 

SUBJECT : NEW BAHRAINI AMBASSADOR TO CAIRO 

1. GOB EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE IN NEXT FEW DAYS APPOINTMENT OF ABDUL 
AZIZ SHEMLAN AS AMBASSADOR TO CAIRO. 

2. SHEMLAN WAS CONSIDERED UNDISPUTED NATIONALIST LEADER OF BAHRAIN 
UNTIL HIS SENTENCE TO JAIL BY BRITISH IN 1956. AFTER RELEASE HE 

LIVED IN EXILE IN BEIRUT AND DAMASCUS UNTIL BAHRAIN’S INDEPENDENCE 
IN 1971. RECENTLY, HOWEVER, HE IS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN "BROUGHT 
OFF’’ BY THE GOVERNMENT. HE WAS APPOINTED TO BAHRAIN'S CONSTITUENT 
COUNCIL AND RAN FOR THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN DECEMBER 1973, BUT 
WAS DEFEATED. 

3. SHEMLAN, NOW IN HIS SIXTIES, IS SOCIABLE AND SPEAKS GOOD 
ENGLISH. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ONCE THE GRAND OLD MAN OF BAHRAINI NATIONALISM, 
SHEMLAN HAS BEEN LEFT BEHIND BY EVENTS AND THE YOUNGER GROUP 
REPRESENTED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. THE GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE 
PREFERRED TO HAVE HIM IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; WHERE HIS 
CREDENTIALS AS A NATIONALIST WOULD SHOW THE ELECTIONS AND NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY AS TRULY REPRESENTATIVE. HE WAS. HOWEVER, DEFEATED BY TWO 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S BLOC MEMBERS. HIS APPOINTMENT TO CAIRO IS VIEWED AS 
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AN ATTEMPT BY THE GOVERNMENT TO KEEP HIM AWAY FROM BAHRAIN WHILE 
MAINTAINING HIS IMAGE AS A FORMER DISSIDENT NOW TURNED MEMBER OF THE 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

KIT , I GORE 
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